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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 IO-14 DPW-01 SAJ-01 AID-20 DRC-01 /129W 

052899 

R 220930Z JAN 74 

FM AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6108 
INFO AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 0310 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR MY CH VN 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR BACKGROUND ON PARACEL DISPUTE 

1. CHARGE REQUESTED BY MFA UNDERSECY T ALALIA PROVIDE DETAILS OF 
RECENT STNO-VIETN AMF.SEF.NCOI INTER OVER PARACEL ISLANDS AS WELL 
AS BACKGROUND DATA ON CONFLICTING CLAIMS TO PARACELS AND TO 
DANGEROUS GROUNDS. OF IMMEDIATE CONCERN IS WHETHER PRC PROVOKED 
IN SOME WAY BY GVN TO ASSERT ITSELF AT THIS TIME, AS TAT, ALL A 
SPECULATED, OR WHETHER THIS FIRST STEP IN PROGRAM TO TAKE CONTROL 
OF ALL ISLANDS AND REEFS IN SOUTH CHINA SEA CLAIMED BY CHINA 
BECAUSE OF SUSPECTED OIL DEPOSITS IN THIS REGION. MALAYSIA 
CONCERNED BOTH FOR SECURITY OF REGION AND BECAUSE THEY CONCEIV- 
ABLY WOULD HAVE SOME CLAIM TO PORTION OF DANGEROUS GROUNDS 
SHOULD EXTENDED RESOURCES ZONE BE AGREED TO AT UPCOMING UN LOS 
CONFERENCE. 

2. ACTION: REQUEST VIA CABLE BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS ON 
PARACEL SITUATION THAT CAN BE PASSED TO GOM FOLLOWED BY POUCHED 
MATERIALS DEALING WITH OVERLAPPING CLAIMS. 
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